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Set in the 1950s, Lady Be Good sweeps readers into the world of the 

mischievous, status-obsessed daughter of a hotel magnate  

and the electric nightlife of three iconic cities:  

New York, Miami, and Havana. 

 
Kitty Tessler is the daughter of self-made tycoon Nicolas Tessler. 
Though Kitty lacks the right pedigree, she sees herself as every inch the 
socialite— spending her days perfecting her “look” and her nights 
charming the boys at her father’s clubs. It’s endless fun until Kitty’s 
father issues an ultimatum: she may no longer date the idle rich. 
Instead, Kitty must marry Andre, her father’s second-in-command, and 
become the First Lady of the Tessler hotel and nightclub empire. 
 
Then Kitty meets Max, a member of a band visiting New York from her 
father's Miami club. Smitten, but eager to demonstrate a commitment 
to Andre, Kitty and her best friend Hen follow Max, Andre, and the rest 
of the band back down to Miami, and later to Cuba. There, she wakes 
up to the beauty—and injustice—of the world beyond her small, 
privileged corner of it. And when her well-intended efforts—including 
a wily but short-sighted plan to save Hen from a doomed engagement—
backfire, Kitty is forced to reconsider her choices before losing everyone 
she loves. 
 
Amber Brock received her MA from the University of Georgia. She 
teaches British literature at an all-girls’ school in Atlanta.  

“Kitty Tessler, a headstrong 

glamour girl determined to 

move up in the world, steals 

the spotlight in Amber Brock’s 

latest, a tour-de- force filled 

with intrigue 

and surprises.” 

—Fiona Davis, 

author of The Address 

 

“Satisfying and 

heartwarming…a solid choice 

for historical fiction fans 

interested in the 1950s as well 

as readers who enjoy tales of 

women becoming empowered, 

taking control of their lives, 

and learning true friendship.” 

—Booklist 

 

“Brock uses descriptions of 

the glamour of 1950s New 

York, South Beach, and 

Havana to add sparkle to this 

quick-paced period novel 

about a spoiled heiress who 

slowly learns to see beyond 

her own privilege.” 

—Library Journal 

UK and translation 

rights available 

 

LADY BE GOOD 
Amber Brock 

 

Crown 

June 2018 

Finished book 
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A slyly funny coming-of-age novel about a young woman fumbling 
her way into the mysteries of loss and the travails of adulthood as 

she tries to make sense of a vanished mother’s legacy. 

When 22-year-old Olivia learned her mother had only months to live, 

she pulled up roots, leaving Vassar and her career plans to be with her 

mother for her last days. And yet, just four months after her mother’s 

death, everyone in Olivia’s family already seems ready to move on. Her 

brothers are settled comfortably in careers and families of their own; 

her father has already started dating again. Still reeling from the loss, 

Olivia looks for a new start of her own, throwing herself headlong into 

New York City’s frenzied and glamorous media world. 

But as Olivia tries to piece together an adulthood without her mother, 

she makes a shocking discovery: a secret romantic correspondence her 

mother had with a man who only signed each letter “F.” As she tries to 

untangle the mystery of F, Olivia will journey halfway across the world, 

to an ashram in rural India, on a quest that will reconfigure everything 

Olivia thought she knew about her family and her own place in an 

increasingly complex world.  

Joanna Cantor holds an MFA from Brooklyn College and was the 2014 

recipient of a Vermont Studio Center Fellowship. She lives in Brooklyn. 

 

“Funny and sad, sharp and 
true, Alternative Remedies for 

Loss kept me reading late into 
the night, riveted by the 

unfolding of a life.” 
—Maggie Shipstead,  

author of Seating Arrangements  
 

“Cantor’s debut deals with 
parental loss and the many 

ways in which we search for 
our true selves, even though we 

have no idea what we’re 
looking for or what exactly  

we might find.” 
—Nylon, “50 Books We Can’t 

Wait To Read In 2018” 
 

“A young woman reeling  
from her mother’s death. 

 A father who has moved on 
too soon. A mysterious lover 

living continents away.  
From these strands, Cantor has 

woven a beautiful tapestry.” 
—Joshua Henkin, author of 

Matrimony 
 

UK & translation rights 

available 

ALTERNATIVE REMEDIES FOR LOSS 
Joanna Cantor 

 

Bloomsbury USA 

May 2018 

Finished book 

https://cullenstanleyliteraryagency-my.sharepoint.com/personal/helen_cullenstanleyinternational_com/Documents/newsletter draft.docx?web=1
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Didion’s best-selling novel The Last Thing He Wanted is now set 
to become a Netflix film starring Anne Hathaway and directed 

by Dee Rees. 
 

Elena McMahon is a successful journalist covering the 1984 
presidential campaign for The Washington Post when she abruptly 
leaves it all behind to care for her ailing father—and do him a favor. 
In an unexpected turn of events, her father’s favor sees her making  
an Iran-Contra arms deal in Central America.  

Told through the eyes of an unnamed narrator piecing together 
Elena’s story well after the events take place, Didion’s intellectual 
thriller is a captivating read and soon to be a captivating film.  
 
Joan Didion is a journalist and a winner of the National Book 
Award for Nonfiction. She was a finalist for both the Pulitzer Prize 
and the National Book Critics Circle Award for The Year of Magical 
Thinking. She now resides in New York City.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Vintage 
Originally released in 1994 

 
 

 

 
“Brilliantly written and flawlessly 

structured…The cold, detached tone 
is more than compensated for by the 
sharpness of Didion’s prose and the 
artful suspense of her plot. This is a 
major work by one of the shrewdest 
observers of America’s political and 

cultural life.”  

—Publisher’s Weekly 
 

 “What remains constant in all of 
[Didion’s] novels is the marvelous 

notation of disaffection and despair, 
which recalls Ms. Didion’s work as 

an essayist and reporter, where dark 
detail, understatement and 

intelligence work their  
astonishing magic.” 

—The New York Times 
 

“Didion has created a menacing 
world where the reader is held 

hostage by shadows and is led, in a 
kind of literary Stockholm syndrome, 

to depend helplessly on the author.” 
—Los Angeles Times 

 
 

THE LAST THING HE WANTED 
Joan Didion  

 

Sales: 
UK / Fourth Estate 
Italy / Il Saggiatore 
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A tender yet tantalizing novel about two women, the summer their 

friendship fell apart, and the scavenger hunt that reunites them 

decades later.  

 

Laura and Casey were once inseparable. Until one summer night, 
when a shocking betrayal sent Laura runing through the pines, down 
the dock, and into a new life, leaving Casey and a first love in her 
wake. 
 
But the past is impossible to escape, and now, after seventeen years 
away, Laura is pulle dhome an dinto a reunino with Casey she can’t 
resist – one last scavenger hutn. With a twist: this tiem the clues 
expose a breathatking secret that jst might sthatter them once and for 
all. 
 

Amy Mason Doan earned a BA in English 
from UC Berkeley and an MA in 
journalism from Stanford University, and 
has written for The Oregonian, San 
Francisco Chronicle, and Forbes, among 
other publications.   

“A trip down memory lane 
becomes a hunt for long-buried 

treasure in [this] gripping and 
poignant debut…The Summer List 
is an evocative tale of family, first 

love, and the unique and lasting 
gift of a friendship formed in 

girlhood.”  
—Meg Donohue, USA Today 

bestselling author 
 

 “There’s not a word or plot line 
out of place in this fabulous 

debut…Dive beneath the surface 
and you’ll find a complex and 
finely wrought story as full of 

mystery and vitality as the lake 
itself. These characters are gong to 

stick with you for a  
long, long time.” 

—Meg Mitchell Moore, author of 
The Admissions and The Captain’s 

Daughter 
 

“With its exquisite detail, The 
Summer List would not let me go, 

and the unexpected ending gave 
me chills. An irresistible novel of 

friendship and home.” 
—Jennifer S. Brown, author of 

Modern Girls  

 
“Equal parts bildungsroman and 

homecoming story, The Summer 
List is an opportunity for a second 

chance at love and a healing 
journey to repair estrangements 

before it is too late.”  
—Polly Dugan, author of So Much a 

Part of You and The Sweetheart Deal  
 
 
 

THE SUMMER LIST 
Amy Mason Doan 

 

Graydon House (HarperCollins) 

World English 

June 2018 

Finished book 

Translation rights 

available 
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The 2018 Pulitzer Prize award winning novel by 

international best selling author Andrew Sean Greer.  
 

You are a failed novelist about to turn fifty. A wedding 
invitation arrives in the mail: your boyfriend of the past nine 
years is engaged to someone else. You can’t say yes—it 
would be too awkward, and you can’t say no—it would look 
like defeat. On your desk are a series of invitations to half-
baked literary events around the world. How do you 
arrange to skip town? You accept them all. What could 
possibly go wrong?  
 
Arthur Less will almost fall in love in Paris, almost fall to his 
death in Berlin, barely escape to a Moroccan ski chalet from 
a Saharan sandstorm, accidentally book himself as the (only) 
writer in residence at a Christian retreat center in southern 
India, and encounter, on a desert island in the Arabian Sea, 
the last person on earth he wants to face. Somewhere in 
there: he will turn fifty. Through it all, there is his first love. 
And there is his last. 
 
Hailed by the New York Times as “inspired, lyrical,” and 
“ingenious,” Andrew Sean Greer is the author of five works 
of fiction, including the bestselling The Confessions of Max 
Tivoli. He lives in San Francisco.    

  
  
  
  
  

 

Sales: 

Brazil / Record 

Bulgaria / Colibri 

Catalan / Edicions de 1984 

China / Thinkingdom 

Czech / Leda 

Dutch / Signatuur 

France / Actes sud 

Germany / S. Fischer 

Israel / Penn 

Italy / Le Nave di Teseo 

Korea / Eunhaeng Namu 

Poland / Wydawnicza Foskal 

Romania / Polirom 

Slovak / Ikar 

Spain / Alianza 

Taiwan / Thinkingdom 

Turkey / Penguen Kitap Kaset 

UK / Little Brown 

Portugal / Quetzal 

 
 

“Greer writes sentences of arresting 
lyricism and beauty…Bedazzling, 

bewitching and be-wonderful.” 
—The New York Times Book Review 

 
 “Greer, an O’Henry-winning author, 

writes beautifully.” 
—Publishers Weekly 

 
 “Hilarious and touching.” 

—Library Journal 
 

 “A wondrous achievement —[Greer’s] 
finest yet.” 

—Booklist 
 
 
 

LESS 
Andrew Sean Greer 

 

Little, Brown 
July 2017 

Finished book 
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A masterfully observed debut novel set in a heatwave that feels 

like it will never break, Neon in Daylight marries deep 

intelligence with captivating characters.  

 
Abandoning her graduate studies at Cambridge, Kate finds herself 
cat-sitting an indifferent feline named Joni Mitchell in a Manhattan 
apartment while she tries to figure out her future, her only other  
responsibility to make  regular Skype calls  to  her miserable boyfriend 
back in England. 
 
The city has other plans for her. In its parks and bodegas, its galleries 
and performance spaces and clubs crowded with bodies, Kate 
encounters two strangers: Bill, a charismatic but embittered writer 
made famous by the movie version of his only novel; and Inez, his 
daughter, a recent high school graduate who supplements her barista 
income by enacting the fantasies of men she meets on Craigslist. In the 
short, sticky days before Hurricane Sandy hits, as the city tumbles 
toward mercurial release, so do Kate, Ines, and Bill push boundaries 
to the breaking point. 
 
Hermione Hoby grew up in south London and has lived in New York 
since 2010. She writes about culture and gender for publications 
including The New Yorker, The Guardian, The New York Times, and 
The Times Literary Supplement. 

“A radiant first novel by 
Hermione Hoby… 

Precision—of observation, of 
language—is Hoby’s gift.” 

—The New York Times 
 

“Luminous and wonderful. 
Hoby spins an intricate 

narrative that careens toward 
myriad social and  

emotional collisions.” 
—Los Angeles Review of Books 

 
“[Hoby’s] skill on the sentence 

level—along with a keen eye for 
detail—will catapult  

her to stardom.” 
—Chicago Review of Books 

 
“This book pulses with the 

sticky heat of summer and sex 
and power and desire.” 

—Nylon 
 

“A modern Shakespearian 
comedy… Hoby is a master of 

atmosphere.” 
—Kirkus 

 
“Hoby paints a garish world 
that drew me in and held me 
spellbound.She is a marvel.” 

—Ann Patchett, 
bestselling author of 

Commonwealth 

Translation rights available 

Sales: 

UK / Weidenfeld and Nicholson 

 

NEON IN DAYLIGHT 
Hermione Hoby 

 

Catapult 

January 2018 

Finished book 
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A touching and romantic story about following your dreams but not 

letting them get in the way of love.  

 
Ben and Rosie are Hollywood’s biggest up-and-coning director/producer 
dream team. After hitting it big at Sundance, it seems their ten years of love 
and hard work are finally paying off. Rosie is happy making independent 
films, but Ben wants the A-List celebrity package: a house in Beverly Hills, 
fancy cars in the driveway, and his name on the biggest blockbusters. He’s 
willing to do anything, even sleep with the hottest producer in town, to get 
them. 
 
Rosie is devastated by Ben’s affair, and she decides to take a break from show 
business. She accepts her best friends’ invitation to spend the summer at her 
parents’ estate in Montecito. It’s far away from L.A., the perfect place to start 
over. 
 
In Montecito, Rosie meets a colorful cast of characters including Rachel, who 
owns a chocolate shop, and Josh, a handsome local who splits his time between 
surfing and classic cars. Suddenly Rosie has new friends and a new purpose. 
She opens a fish taco store in the village with her secret college recipe. Everyone 
is buzzing about Rosie’s tacos, including Colby, the “it” teen heartthrob who 
writes a Billboard hit song about Rosie following her dreams. The store is an 
instant sensation, but Rosie knows that success comes with a price, and the price 
might be losing Josh. 
 
Anita Hughes is the author of Monarch Beach, Market Street, Lake Como, French 
Coast, Rome in Love, Island in the Sea, Santorini Sunsets, Christmas in Paris, White 
Sand, Blue Sea, Emerald Coast, and Christmas in London. She attended UC 
Berkeley’s Masters in Creative Writing Program, and lives in Dana Point, 
California, where she is at work on her next novel.  

“Anita Hughes is a master at 
sweeping the reader away to 

an exotic location! 
In California Summer 

Hughes takes us behind the 
gates to the manicured 

lawns, exquisite gardens, 
and mansions of Hollywood 

royalty to experience a 
second chance at a career 

and love. The perfect beach 
read!” 

―Mary Alice Monroe, author 
of Beach House Reunion. 

 
“A tender and triumphant 

look at what happens when 
life falls apart and you are 

left to rediscover the world 
through an entirely different 

lens than the one you 
imagined: new friends, new 

passions, new roads. Anita 
Hughes crafts a winning 

heroine you absolutely root 
for, and California 

Summer made my heart 
sing.” 

―Allison Winn Scotch, author 
of Between Me and You 

 

Translation rights 

available 

 

CALIFORNIA SUMMER 
Anita Hughes 

 

St. Martin’s Griffin 

June 2018 

Finished book 
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“The Seas took me back to how I felt as a kid, when you’re newly falling in love 
with literature, newly shocked by its capacity to cast a spell...” 

—Maggie Nelson, author of The Argonauts 

Moored in a coastal fishing town so far north that the highways only run south, 
the unnamed narrator of The Seas is a misfit. She’s often the subject of cruel local 
gossip. Her father, a sailor, walked into the ocean eleven years earlier and never 
returned, leaving his wife and daughter to keep a forlorn vigil. Surrounded by 
water and beckoned by the sea, she clings to what her father once told her: that 
she is a mermaid. 

True to myth, she finds herself in hard love with a land-bound man, an Iraq War 
veteran thirteen years her senior. The mesmerizing, fevered coming-of-age tale 
that follows will land her in jail. Her otherworldly escape will become the stuff 
of legend.  

With the inventive brilliance and psychological insight that have earned her 
international acclaim, Samantha Hunt pulls readers into an undertow of 
impossible love and intoxication, blurring the lines between reality and fairy 
tale, hope and delusion, sanity and madness. 
 
Samantha Hunt is a 2017 Guggenheim fellow whose short stories have 
appeared in The New Yorker and elsewhere.  Her novel about Nikola Tesla, The 
Invention of Everything Else, was a finalist for the Orange Prize and won the Bard 
Fiction Prize.  Her first novel, The Seas, earned her selection on the National 
Book Foundation’s 5 Under 35, and was longlisted for the Orange Prize.  Her 
most recent novel, Mr. Splitfoot, was a Publishers Weekly bestseller and a New 
York Times Editors Choice. 
 

National Book 
Foundation’s  

5 under 35 
 

Longlisted for the 
 Orange Prize 

 
“One of the most 

distinctive and 
unforgettable voices I 

have read in years. This 
book will linger in your 

head for a  
good long time.” 

—Dave Eggers 
 

“An aqueous affair, 
flooded with water 

themes . . . Hunt’s writing 
is free of affectation and 

carries surprising 
conviction.” 

—The New Yorker 
 

“Hunt’s spare narrative is 
as mysterious and lyrical 
as a mermaid’s song. The 

strands of her story are 
touched with magic, 

strange in the best 
possible way and very 

pleasurable to read.” 
—Andrea Barrett 

 
 

 
 

THE SEAS 
Samantha Hunt 

 

Tin House 
July 2018 

Finished book 
 

 Translation rights available 
 

Sales 
UK / Corsair 
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A hypnotic and daring debut that asks what it takes, and 
what you’ll sacrifice, to find enlightenment.  

 
When Nicole Hennessey finds her unwavering Catholic 
faith shaken to its very core by a devastating tragedy, she 
tries to find solace in the arms of Zen Buddhism, regularly 
attending a Zendo in Boston. Her Master soon takes 
advantage of her vulnerability and begins a sexual 
relationship with her, abusing her need for connection and 
guidance. 
 
Ten years later, Nicole runs to her brother in New York to 
try to escape her controlling and dysfunctional relationship 
with her Master, but he is unwilling to let her go easily. As 
she tries to build herself a new life, she finds that he still has 
a hold on her, and she must finally decide how she wants 
her life to be.   
 
Blair Hurley is a Pushcart Prize winner whose work ahs 
appeared in West Branch and Mid-American Review, 
among other publications. A native of Boston, she now lives 
in Toronto, where she teaches creative writing at the 
University of Toronto.   

Norton’s Lead Fiction Title for Summer 

 

Longlisted for the Center for Fiction  

First Novel Prize 

 

 “Hurley’s debut is a breathtaking 

performance, portraying not just the ugly 

corners of an abusive relationship, but 

also how faith can color the contours  

of our lives.” 

—Booklist 

 

“Blair Hurley’s first novel is a sharp-eyed 

account of the psychological and sexual 

hold a spiritual ‘master’ can get on a lost 

young woman. What could have seemed 

like fable in other hands, in Hurley’s is 

mordant and convincing. A spectacular 

debut!” 

—Edmund White, author of Our Young 

Man 

 

 “All lovers of great fiction with 

complex characters as well as anyone 

fascinated by narratives about religious 

cults will want this insightful story.” 

—Library Journal 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Translation rights 

available 

THE DEVOTED 
Blair Hurley 

 

Norton 

August 2018 

Electronic proof 
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France / Albin Michel 

“[A]rresting…Gifted at 
inhabiting his outsiders and 

resisters, Loskutoff is also 
capable of portraying the 

vulnerability of new 
parenthood with grace. A 

unique and thoughtful 
evocation of a past, present, and 

future West, by a writer whose 
powerful new voice deserves 

our attention.” ―Booklist 
 

“Loskutoff writes a good 
sentence [and] has a fine eye for 

the meaningful detail…A 
welcome arrival.”  

―Kirkus 
 

“A ferocious love letter to the 
forgotten and the scorned, [it] is 
unlike any book you’ll read this 

year. It blazes with soul, and 
Maxim Loskutoff’s American 

West comes alive in these 
stories. A hell of a collection 

and a most impressive debut.” 

―Matt Gallagher, author of 
Youngblood 

 

 
 

COME WEST AND SEE:  
Stories 

Maxim Loskutoff 
 

Norton 
May 2018 

Finished book 
 

 

 
 
 

Top 10 “Editor’s Pick” of the Month from Amazon 
 
 

This searing debut reimagines the American West through linked stories 
describing a violent rural separatist movement.  

 
COME WEST AND SEE is a work both timely and timeless. Set in the 
Redoubt, an isolated triangle of Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming where an 
armed occupation of a wildlife refuge escalates into a separatist uprising, 
these stories explore the loneliness, insecurity, and frustration inherent to 
love and heartbreak. A lakeside wedding drunkenly devolves into a cruel 
charade; an unemployed carpenter joins a militia after his wife leaves him; 
and a former soldier raises the daughter of a dead comrade in a bunker 
beneath an abandoned farm. COME WEST AND SEE explores divisions 
both personal and political, offering startling insights into the wounds of 
the American people and a powerful new vision of the West.   
 
Maxim Loskutoff was raised in Western Montana, and studied writing at 
Pomona College. He received his MFA from NYU and is the recipient of 
the Nelson Algren Award, a Global Writing Fellowship in Abu Dhabi, and 
the M Literary Fellowship in Bangalore. His stories have appeared in The 
Southern Review, The Gettysburg Review, Fiction, Narrative, The Chicago 
Tribune and elsewhere.  
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A thrilling, sexy coming-of-age debut exploring toxic love, ruthless 
ambition, and shocking betrayal. 

 
Lucy Albright is far from her Long Island upbringing when she arrives on 
the campus of her small California college, and happy to be hundreds of 
miles from her mother, whom she’s never forgiven for an act of betrayal in 
her early teen years. Quickly grasping at her fresh start, Lucy embraces 
college life and all it has to offer—new friends, wild parties, stimulating 
classes. And then she meets Stephen DeMarco. Charming. Attractive. 
Complicated. Devastating. 
 
Stephen sees something in Lucy that no one else has, and she’s quickly 
seduced by this vision of herself, and the sense of possibility that his attention 
brings her. Meanwhile, Stephen is determined to forget an incident buried in 
his past that, if exposed, could ruin him. 
 
Lucy knows there’s something about Stephen that isn’t to be trusted. Stephen 
knows Lucy can’t tear herself away. And their addicting entanglement will 
have consequences they never could have imagined. 
 
Carola Lovering attended Colorado College, and her work has appeared 
in W Magazine, National Geographic, Outside, and Yoga Journal, among other 
publications.  

“A fast-paced ride through 
hookups, breakups, and 

infidelities fueled by 
alcohol and cocaine, and 

with oodles of sizzling 
sexual tension…There are 
unforgettable beauties in 

this very sexy story.” 
—Kirkus  

 
“[A] dark, exhilarating 
coming-of-age story… 

There might be no better 
addition to your beach bag 

this month.” 
—Town & Country 

 
“Lovering’s debut is like a 

chemical reaction, 
exploding with sex, drugs, 
and all things that make a 

relationship toxic.” 
—Booklist 

 

“A romantic suspense that 

has it all: toxic love, 

ambition and betrayal. 

Everything you could ever 

want in a summer  

read, right?” 

—USA Today 

 

Translation rights 

available 

TELL ME LIES 
Carola Lovering 

 

Atria 
World English 

June 2018 
Finished book 
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HarperCollins LEAD READ 2018 • Indie Next Pick July 2018 • 
Barnes & Noble Discover Pick 2018 • Amazon Best of the Month Pick 
June 2018 • Publishers Weekly Best Summer Book 2018 • iBooks Best 
of the Month Pick June 2018 • SIBA Indie Bookstores Okra Pick 2018 

• One of Parade’s Top 25 Hottest  
Books of Summer 2018 

 
After fleeing Arizona six months ago, Rice Moore is just beginning to think 
his troubles are behind him. A former drug smuggler for a Mexican cartel, 
he’s assumed a new identity and taken on the job of protecting a remote 
forest preserve in Virginian Appalachia. But when an itinerant forager 
walks right out of the woods and leads him to a bear carcass killed on the 
grounds, he’s sucked into an investigation involving local meth dealers, the 
bear parts black market, and a violent assault on Moore’s predecessor. 

 
More bears are killed on the preserve, and despite a desire to stay hidden, 
Rice’s obsession with catching the poachers escalates, leading to hostile 
altercations with the locals and attention from federal law enforcement. 
Rice’s vigilante-ism ends up drawing the very attention he moved out to 
avoid, threatening to signal his whereabouts to a ruthless figure from his 
past, the specter of whom has haunted Rice ever since his escape. 
 
James McLaughlin holds law and MFA degrees from the University of 
Virginia. An excerpt of Bearskin won the 2009 William Peden Prize, 
awarded to the best fiction published in The Missouri Review.  

“[Bearskin] combines 
intensely observed nature 

writing with white-knuckle 
suspense. It is…a literary 

novel and a thriller. Picture 
Thoreau having left for 

Walden with a bunch of bad 
dudes hot on his heels.” 

—The New York Times, Four 
Writers to Watch this 

Summer 
 

“Gruesomely 
gorgeous…remarkable… 

McLaughlin writes about the 
natural world with casual 

lyricism and un-self-
conscious joy…the kind of 

writing that makes me 
shiver.” 

—The New York Times Book 
Review 

 

 “A thrilling, thoroughly  
satisfying debut.” 
—Publishers Weekly 

 

 “[A] near-perfect first 
novel…[a] carefully crafted 

tale of mystery, ecology, 
backwoods mysticism and 

downright evil.” 
—Shelf Awareness 

Translation rights 

available 

 

BEARSKIN 
James A. McLaughlin 

 

Ecco Press 

World English 

June 2018 

Finished book 
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A tragicomic road trip novel set between down-on-its-luck 
Dublin, besieged Sarajevo, and the American West Coast. 

 
After three years embedded in the Siege in Sarajevo, Tom returns to 
Dublin a haunted shell of his former self. His childhood friends Karl 
and Baz know they’re comically unqualified to help him but are 
determined to see him through the darkness. So they embark on a 
journey for an unlikely cure, to an experimental Californian PTSD 
clinic called Restless Souls. But as they try to save Tom from his 
memories, they must confront their own—of what happened to 
Gabriel, their fourth childhood friend. And in doing so they must ask 
why their raucously funny teenage souls got stuck in adult prisons—
and why life got so damn complicated and sad. 
 

 
Dan Sheehan is an Irish fiction 
writer, journalist, and editor. He 
received his MFA from University 
College Dublin. He is an editor at 
Literary Hub and a contributing editor 
at Guernica, and received the 2016 
Center for Fiction Emerging Writers 
Fellowship. Restless Souls is his first 
novel. 

Translation rights 
available 

 
Sales 

UK / Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson 

“One part war story,  
one part bro story,  

and one part road trip,  
Restless Souls  is a  

wonderful debut  
by a talented,  

intelligent writer.” 
— David Ebershoff, 

 author of The Danish Girl 
 

 “A brilliant debut from a 
talented young Irishman, Restless 

Souls is alternately  
comic and tragic.” 

—Philipp Meyer, author of The Son 
 

“At turns comedic, at turns 
literary, at turns thriller, at turns 

philosophical, it never stops 
being a page-turner.” 

— Colum McCann 
 

★ “A moving journey through 
grief, loss, war, and new 

beginnings for three childhood 
friends on the cusp of finally 

growing up… a paean to friendship 
and the resilience  

of the human spirit.” 
 —Kirkus 

 

★”Sheehan’s blend of breathless 
action, unsentimental depictions of 

love, and spot-on period touches 
will appeal to readers who like 
their hopeful narratives tinged 

with powerful uncertainties.” 

 —Publishers Weekly 

RESTLESS SOULS 
Dan Sheehan 

 

Ig Books 
April 2018 

Finished book 
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From the award-winning playwright, 

this debut short-story collection is a mesmerizing  
blend of wit, transgression, and heart. 

 
A passive-aggressive couple in the midst of a divorce compete 
over whose new fling is more exotic. A Russian migrant in Tokyo 
agonizes over the money her lover accepts from a yakuza. A dead 
body on a drug dealer’s floor leads to the strangest first date ever. 
 
Jen Silverman delivers eleven interconnected stories that take 
place in expat bars, artist colonies, train platforms, and matchbox 
apartments in the United States and Japan. Unforgettable 
characters crisscross through these transient spaces, loving, 
hurting, and leaving each other as they experience the loneliness 
and dangerous freedom that comes with being an outsider. The 
Island Dwellers ranges near and far in its exploration of solitude 
and reinvention, identity and sexuality, family and home.  
 
Jen Silverman is a writer and playwright, a two-time MacDowell 
fellow, recipient of a New York Foundation for the Arts grant, the 
Helen Merrill Fund Award for emerging playwrights, and the 
Yale Drama Series Prize for Still. She is the 2016–17 Playwrights 
of New York (PoNY) Fellow at the Lark. She completed a BA at 
Brown University, an MFA at the University of Iowa, and the 
Playwrights Program at Juilliard. 

“Silverman’s stories are at once 
specific and worldly, contemporary 

and old-fashioned, cool and heartfelt. 
An archipelago of emotions,  

The Island Dwellers captures the 
wonder and oddity of  

romantic relationships.” 
— Sloane Crosley, author of The Clasp  

 
“A shimmering collection that speaks 

with humor and, ultimately, 
tenderness about people whose lives 

rarely allow for either.” 
—Kirkus 

 
“Reading these stories feels like 
spying on lives you might never 
admit to living — hilarious, and 

painfully true. I loved every one. It is 
thrilling, addictive, and wise, and it 

made Jen Silverman my new favorite 
writer. It will probably do the same 

for you.” 
—Alexander Chee, bestselling author 

of Queen of the Night and Edinburgh 
  
 

UK & translation rights 

available 

THE ISLAND DWELLERS: 
Stories 

Jen Silverman 

 

Random House 

May 2018 

Finished book 
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A debut novel of family, fame and religion.  

 

Esther Ann Hicks—Essie—is the youngest child on Six for Hicks, a 

reality television phenomenon. She’s grown up in the spotlight, both 

idolized and despised for her family’s fire-and-brimstone brand of 

faith. When Essie’s mother, Celia, discovers that Essie is pregnant, she 

arranges an emergency meeting with the show’s producers: Do they 

sneak Essie out of the country for an abortion? Do they pass the child 

off as Celia's? Or do they try to arrange a marriage—and a ratings- 

blockbuster wedding? Meanwhile, Essie is quietly pairing herself up 

with Roarke Richards, a senior at her school with a secret of his own 

to protect.  

 

As the newly formed couple attempt to sell their fabricated love story 

to the media—through exclusive interviews with an infamously 

conservative reporter named Liberty Bell—Essie finds she has 

questions of her own: What was the real reason for her older sister 

leaving home? Who can she trust with the truth about her family? 

And how much is she willing to sacrifice to win her own freedom? 

 

Meghan Maclean Weir, M.D. is a pediatrician at Boston Children’s 

Hospital and the author of a memoir Between Expectations:  

Lessons from a Pediatric Residency (Free Press, 2011).  

An Indie Next Pick 2018 
 

“I was immediately captivated 
by The Book of Essie, a unique 

and moving story about a young 
woman whose life has been 

hijacked by fame, family and 
faith—and her spectacular, 

surprising plot to take it back.” 
 —Vanessa Diffenbaugh, author 

of The Language of Flowers   
 

“Every once in a while, a novel 
comes along that is both 
timelessly beautiful and 

unbelievably timely. The Book of 
Essie is such a story. Meghan 
MacLean Weir has given us a 
young heroine who is at once 

authentic and courageous — and 
a tale that is wonderful and 
mysterious and relentlessly 

surprising.”   
—Chris Bohjalian, author 

of Midwives  

UK and translation rights 

available 

Sales: 

Norway / Gyldendal  

THE BOOK OF ESSIE 
Meghan Maclean Weir 

 

Knopf 

June 2018 

Finished book 



 

 

 

 

  

Nonfiction 
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“Gripping…what Branch 
focuses on so beautifully is 

how one remarkable 
American family navigates 
the situation of wanting to 

do dangerous, peculiar and 
deeply impressive  

kinds of work.” 
—Nathan Deuel,  
Los Angeles Times 

 
 “Branch records in utterly 
enthralling detail the efforts 
of a multigenerational Utah 
ranching family, the Writes, 

to survive a shifting 
American West.” 

—Booklist 
 

“A wonderful book. Branch 
shows great compassion for 

the winners and losers of 
this unforgiving sport.” 

—Eric Schlosser, author of 
Command and Control 

 

UK & translation rights 

available 

THE LAST COWBOYS: 
A Pioneer Family in the New West 

John Branch 
 

Norton 

May 2018 

Finished book 

 

A gripping portrait of one family’s gamble that rodeo and ranching are the 
future of the West―and not just its past. 

For generations, the Wrights of southern Utah have raised cattle and world-
champion saddle-bronc riders―some call them the most successful rodeo 
family in history. Now Bill and Evelyn Wright, parents to 13 children and 
grandparents to many more, find themselves struggling to hang on to the 
majestic landscape where they’ve been running cattle for 150 years as the West 
is transformed by urbanization, battered by drought, and rearranged by 
public-land disputes. Could rodeo, of all things, be the answer? 

The Last Cowboys chronicles three years in the life of the Wrights, each 
culminating in rodeo’s National Finals in Las Vegas. Will Bill and Evelyn be 
able to hold the family together as rodeo injuries pile up and one of their sons 
goes off on a religious mission? Will their son Cody, a two-time world 
champion, make it to the finals one last time―and compete with his own son? 
And will the younger generation―Rusty, Ryder, Stetson, and the rest―be able 
to continue the family’s ways in the future? 

In telling the Wright family’s story, from branding days to rodeo nights to 
annual Christmas gatherings, Branch captures something vital of the grit, 
determination, and integrity that fuel the American Dream. 

John Branch is a reporter for The New York Times. His feature article about an 

avalanche in Washington State, “Snow Fall,” won the Pulitzer Prize; he has 

been featured three times in Best American Sports Writing; and his first book, 

Boy on Ice, won the PEN/ESPN Prize for Literary Sports Writing.  
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Praise for A Full Life: 

 

“A primer for the generations 

who don’t know his work and 

a personal retelling for those 

who do, A Full Life may herald 

the reappraisal he deserves.” 

—Los Angeles Times 

 

“A memoir that reads like an 

epilogue to a life of 

accomplishment.” 

—Kirkus Reviews 

 

“Carter reveals private 

thoughts and recollections 

over a fascinating career as 

businessman, politician, 

evangelist, and humanitarian.” 

—Booklist 

 

“A Full Life is understated like 

the man, always warm and 

human, and in a few instances, 

even inspirational.”  

—Buffalo News   

Translation rights 

available 

FAITH: 
A Journey For All 

President Jimmy Carter  
 

Simon & Schuster 

March 2018 

Finished book 

President Jimmy Carter contemplates how faith sustained him in 

happiness and disappointment and how we may find it  

in our own lives. 

 
All his life, President Jimmy Carter has been a courageous exemplar of 
faith. Now he shares the lessons he learned. The issue of faith arises in 
almost every area of human existence, so it is important to understand 
its multiple meanings. In this book, the goal is to explore the broader 
meaning of faith, its far-reaching effect on our lives, and its relationship 
to past, present, and future events in America and around the world. The 
religious aspects of faith are also covered, since this is how the word is 
most often used, and President Carter includes a description of the ways 
faith has guided and sustained him, as well as how it has challenged and 
driven him to seek a closer and better relationship with people and with 
God. 
 
As President Carter examines faith’s many meanings, he describes how 
to accept it, live it, how to doubt and find faith again. A serious and 
moving reflection from one of America’s most admired and respected 
citizens. 
 
Jimmy Carter was the thirty-ninth President of the United States, serving 
from 1977 to 1981. In 1982, he and his wife founded The Carter Center, a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the lives of people 
around the world. Carter was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2002. He 
is the author of thirty books, including A Full Life: Reflections at Ninety; A 
Call to Action: Women, Religion, Violence, and Power; An Hour Before 
Daylight: Memoirs of a Rural Boyhood; and Our Endangered Values: 
America’s Moral Crisis. 
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Praise for  
MEN AND STYLE: 

 
New York Times Bestseller  

 

“The book offers a 

refreshing take on the 

genre. Instead of handing 

down diktats, it functions 

like a chat with an old 

friend over a drink, 

tucking advice into 

personal, often nostalgic, 

stories.” 

— Wall Street Journal 

 
“Feels like an invitation 

into a conversation filled 
with cool guys…a 

fantastically  
entertaining read” 

—Playboy 
 

 “A love letter to men’s 
fashion by the style expert 

David Coggins.”  
— The New York Times 

 

 

Translation rights 

available 

MEN AND MANNERS: 
Essays, Advice and Considerations 

David Coggins 
 

Abrams 
World English 

May 2018 
Finished book 

 

Today’s man may know how to dress with style,  
but does he know how to behave?  

 

From the New York Times best-selling author of Men and Style, Men and 

Manners doesn’t tell you which fork to use or how to write a thank you 

note. But it is going to remind you of basic, respectful rules you may 

have forgotten or have chosen to ignore.  

 

With humorous illustrations and contributions from some of today’s 

male style icons, Men and Manners makes the case for being the man 

who offers the best seat to his companion, who knows when to pick up 

the tab, and who remembers to do what’s right even if it isn’t always 

rewarded. Subjects that may fluster today’s man – such as tipping, 

toasting, texting, grooming, dating, office behavior, and home décor – 

are explored with the trademark combination of dry wit and self-

deprecating attitude. 

  

David Coggins has written about style, design, and manners for 

numerous publications, including  Esquire and the Wall Street 

Journal. He is a contributing editor at Condé Nast Traveler and lives in 

New York City. 
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An unforgettable memoir of a young journalist who trades her 

keyboard for a cleaver and discovers what it means to take life into 

her own hands. 

 

At an unhappy crossroads, longtime magazine editor Camas Davis left 

New York City to pursue a simpler life in her home state of Oregon. But 

neither a job nor a man delivers on her dreams, and in the span of a year, 

Camas is unemployed, on her own, with nothing to fall back on. 

 

So begins Camas Davis’s funny, heartfelt, searching memoir of her 

unexpected journey to becoming a humble butcher. It’s a story that takes 

her from an eye-opening stint in rural France, back to a Portland in the 

throes of a food revolution, where Camas attempts—sometimes 

successfully, sometimes not—to translate much of this old-world craft 

and way of life into a new world setting. Along the way, Camas learns 

what it really means to pursue the real thing and dedicate your life to it. 

 

Camas Davis is a former editor and writer for magazines including 

Saveur and National Geographic Adventure. In 2014, Camas launched the 

Good Meat Project, a nonprofit dedicated to inspiring responsible meat 

production and consumption through experiential education across the 

country. 

 

 

“Camas’s book is  

searching and entertaining,  

especially when she gets home to  

Portland and begins to put her  

education française into practice.” 

—Tamar Adler, chef and author of  

Something Old, Something New 
 

“The making of a young female 
entrepreneur rendered in 

unvarnished detail.” 

—Kirkus Reviews 

 

“Her powerful writing and gift 
for vivid description allow 

readers to feel as if they, too, are 
embarking on a life-changing 

journey.” 

—Publishers Weekly 

 
 

Translation rights available 

Sales: 

UK / Picador 

 

KILLING IT: 

An Education 
Camas Davis 

 

Penguin Press 

July 2018 

Finished book 
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“There are plenty of 
books full of daring 

wartime exploits, but I 
haven’t come across any 

book that reveals with 
such honesty and 

openness, the ‘second 
war’ that Jimmy and 

other special operators 
must fight when they 

come back to a society 
that seems so alien to 

them, a society 
completely divorced 

from the purity  
of combat.” 

—Anderson Cooper 
 

 
“An exceptional 
read…this book 

touched me like no 
other personal account 

of battle I’ve read… 
Comparable to Sajer’s  

The Forgotten Soldier.” 
—Mark Hertling 

 
 

UK & translation rights 

available 

TOUCHING THE DRAGON 
And Other Techniques for Surviving Life’s Wars 

James Hatch and Christian D’Andrea 
 

Knopf 

May 2018 

Finished book 

 

A memoir by a former Special Ops Officer struggling to live life  
off the speeding train of war. 

 
James Hatch, Naval Special Warfare Operator, expert commando, tactical master 
in deadly operations, twenty-four years in service to his country, writes of his 
years of military service, from joining the Navy at eighteen, becoming a SEAL, to 
his joining the Naval Special Warfare Development group. He writes of the 
harrowing secret and of the fateful final mission, that left him badly shot as Hatch 
and his SEAL team crew were attempting to rescue a rogue soldier—Pvt. Bowe 
Bergdahl, who deserted his post and was captured by Al Qaida and Taliban 
militants. 
 
Hatch writes of the horrific wound to his leg; of having no choice but to end his 
military career; of coming home to the country he’d spent his life defending; of 
the ordeal of getting well physically (eighteen surgeries; twelve months of 
recovery; learning to walk again); of having to find out who he was as a man apart 
from the chaotic world of special operations missions; of days and months of 
despair, alcoholism, the pull toward suicide. Finally, through love of family, 
friends, soldiers, and his specially trained military dogs, of finding a purpose and 
a way back to life. 

 
James Hatch is a retired member of the Naval Special Warfare Development 
Group. He is the founder of Spike’s K9 Fund as a way to pay back the debt he 
owes to working K9s. 
 
Christian D’Andrea grew up in Minnesota. He graduated from Harvard and 
Magdalen College, Oxford. He is a documentary filmmaker and writer.  
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An intimate, candid, and definitive biography written with music legend Paul 
Simon’s participation and encouragement by acclaimed biographer and music 

writer Robert Hilburn. 

Through such hits as “The Sound of Silence” and “Bridge Over Troubled Water,” 
Paul Simon has spoken to us in songs for a half-century about alienation, doubt, 
survival, and faith in ways that have established him as one of the most honored 
and beloved songwriters in pop music history. Deeply private, Simon has said he 
will not write an autobiography and has refused to talk to previous biographers. 
But he not only opened up to Robert Hilburn for what has amounted to more than 
one hundred hours, he also urged his family and friends to speak. 

 
The result is a deeply human account of the challenges and sacrifices of a life in 
music at the highest level, including the courage to leave Simon and Garfunkel at 
the peak of the duo’s popularity to pursue his expanding artistic goals. Hilburn 
documents Simon’s search for artistry and his constant struggle to protect that 
artistry against distractions—fame, marriage, divorce, drugs, record company 
interference, rejection, and insecurity—that have derailed so many musicians. 

 
Paul Simon: The Life is an intimate and inspiring narrative that helps us 
understand Paul Simon the person and the artist, including new and absorbing 
insights into his most enduring songs. Exploring his successes and failures 
onstage and off, the book combines the scholarship, passion, and storytelling 
grace of biography at its best. 

 
Robert Hilburn was the chief music critic and pop music editor for the Los Angeles 
Times for more than three decades. He is the author of the bestselling biography 
Johnny Cash: The Life and the memoir Cornflakes with John Lennon.  

“Epic…Definitive… 

offers unprecedented 
access into the 

private life of the 
singer-songwriter.” 

—RollingStone 
 

“A straight-shooting 
tour de force…Like 

Simon, Hilburn’s 
passion is music, and 

he makes clear that 
Simon’s is very much 

a life in and of 
music—a drive for 

aesthetic achievement, 
deeply serious in the 
studio and onstage.” 

—USA Today 
 

“With train-wreck 
moments and tender 

interludes alike, a book 
that delivers a sharply 
detailed Kodachrome  

of a brilliant 
musician.” 

—Kirkus 
 
 

Sales: 

Holland / Het Spectrum 

 

PAUL SIMON: 

The Life 
Robert Hilburn 

 

Simon & Schuster 

World English 

May 2018 

Finished book 
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A memoir about the golden age of newspaper publishing from a 

man who helped define our modern media. 

 

When Les Hinton first fulfills his schoolboy dream of working on Fleet 

Street, it is still a place awash in warm beer, black ink, cigarette ash, and 

hot metal. Fifty-two years after being sent out to buy a sandwich for his 

first boss, Rupert Murdoch, when Les finally leaves Murdoch’s 

employment in 2011, the business of news has been turned upside 

down, in a tumble of social and technological change.  

Hinton depicts the upheavals that swept newspaper publishing with the 

same widescreen perspective and sharp colors he deploys to show us 

how politicians from Clinton to Blair, from Brown to Cameron, 

alternately canoodled and raged inside their arranged media marriages. 

From the death of Diana to the IRA bombings, from the charisma of Bill 

Clinton to the explosive UK phone-hacking scandal we get an undiluted 

portrait of modern media, from one of the great press barons.  

Les Hinton is a journalist with fifty years of experience with The News 

Corporation. He has worked in various media in the UK, the United 

States, and Australia, and spent four years as the CEO of Dow Jones & 

Company. 

“Les Hinton’s story is about the 
glory and the tragedy of the 

newspaper business. He knows 
all the secrets of this tale and few 

are more clear-eyed than him 
when they tell it.” 

—Michael Wolff, author of Fire and 
Fury 

 

“A terrific memoir by one of the 
all-time great newspapermen. 

Highly recommend.” 

—Piers Morgan 

 

“An epic story…and a 
penetrating insight into the mind 

of Murdoch.” 

—Daily Mail 

 

“It vividly captures the rise and 
fall of the press over 60 

years…[no] acolyte’s paean.” 

—Ian Burrell 

 

“[A] must-read for anyone with 
even a fleeting interest in the 

media.” 

—Press Association 
 

Translation rights 

 available 

 

THE BOOTLE BOY: 

An Untidy Life in News 
Les Hinton 

 

Scribe 

June 2018 

Finished book 
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 Popular CNN commentator Sally Kohn sets out to discover why we hate  
and how we can stop it. 

 
As a progressive commentator on Fox News and now CNN, Kohn has made a 
career out of bridging intractable political differences, learning how to talk civilly 
to people whose views she disagrees with passionately. Famously “nice,” she even 
gave a TED Talk about what she termed emotional correctness. But these days, 
even Kohn has found herself wanting to breathe fire at her enemies. 
 
In The Opposite of Hate, Kohn talks to leading scientists and researchers, 
investigating the evolutionary and cultural roots of hate and how simple incivility 
can be a gateway to much worse. She travels to Rwanda, the Middle East, and 
across the United States, introducing us to terrorists, white supremacists, and even 
some of her own Twitter trolls, drawing surprising lessons from these dramatic 
examples—including inspiring stories of those who left hate behind. As Kohn 
boldly confronts her own shameful moments, whether it’s the girl she bullied as a 
child or her own deep partisan resentment, she points the way toward change. 
 
Kohn’s engaging, fascinating, and often funny book will open your eyes and your 
heart. 
 
Sally Kohn is one of the leading progressive voices in America. She is a CNN 
political commentator and a columnist for The Daily Beast. Kohn was previously a 
Fox News contributor, and has been a frequent guest on MSNBC. She writes 
regularly for media outlets including the Washington Post, the New York Times, New 
York Magazine, and many more.   

“This is a must-read book 
for all of us at this moment 
in history. I’m grateful for 

Sally Kohn’s clear voice 
and vision in showing us 

the way forward.” 

—Elizabeth Gilbert, author 

of Big Magic 
 

“A stunning debut by a 
truly gifted writer—an  

eye-opening read for  
both liberals and 

conservatives—and it could 
not come at a better time.”  

—Adam Grant, NYT 

bestselling author  
of Option B 

 
“Sally Kohn has really 

done it this time. Brilliant.” 

—Sarah Silverman 

 
“An uplifting and 

inspiring plea to promote 
peace, kindness, and 

humanitarianism in the 
face of hate.” 

—Kirkus 
  
 
 

 

UK & translation rights 

available 

THE OPPOSITE OF HATE: 
A Field Guide to Repairing Our Humanity 

Sally Kohn 

 
Algonquin Books 

April 2018 
Finished book 
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An extraordinary inside look at America’s militia movement that 
shows a country at the crossroads of class, culture,  

and insurrection. 

 
In a remote corner of Oregon, James Pogue found himself at the heart of 
a rebellion. Granted unmatched access by Ammon Bundy to the armed 
occupation of the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, Pogue met 
ranchers and militiamen ready to die fighting the federal government. 

He witnessed the fallout of communities riven by politics and the danger 
(and allure) of uncompromising religious belief. The occupation ended 
in the shooting death of one rancher, the imprisonment of dozens more, 
and a firestorm over the role of government that engulfed national 
headlines. 

In a raw and restless narrative that roams the same wild terrain as his 
literary forebears Edward Abbey and Hunter S. Thompson, 
Pogue’s Chosen Country examines the underpinnings of this rural 
uprising and struggles to reconcile diverging ideas of freedom, tracing a 
cultural fault line that spans the nation. 
 

James Pogue has written for The New Yorker, The New York Times 
Magazine, Granta, the New Republic, and Vice, where he is a contributing 
editor. His work has been anthologized in n+1’s City by City. He lives 
in New Mexico. 

“Keenly reported and rendered 
in novelistic detail, James 

Pogue’s Chosen Country 
provides an intimate and 

troubling portrait of American 
discontent.” 

—Emma Cline, author of  
The Girls 

 
“Part Graham Green, part Ed 

Abbey by way of Vice, 
 James Pogue is the unlikely 

reporter-narrator of this 
compulsively readable, 

incisively written exposé.” 
—Caroline Fraser, author of 

Prairie Fires 
 

“There is an extravagant verve 
to his writing…Pogue gets in 

amazingly deep with these 
western rebels.” 

—The New York Review of Books 
 

UK and translation rights 

available 

 

CHOSEN COUNTRY: 

A Rebellion in the West 
James Pogue 

 

Henry Holt 

May 2018 

Finished book 
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A funny, dark, and tender coming-of-age memoir about life as a 

perpetual fish-out-of-water, featuring benevolent dictators,  
beauty queens, and everything in between. 

 
Sofija Stefanovic makes the first of many awkward entrances in 1982, 
born in Yugoslavia just as her communist country begins to crumble. 
While around her ethnic tensions are being stoked by hotheaded 
totalitarian leaders with violent agendas, Sofija’s early years are filled 
with rock music, inadvisable crushes, micro-miniskirts, and enough 
insecurity to sink a Croatian submarine. 
 
In 1988 her parents decide to flee to Australia, where Sofija ditches ESL 
class, experiments with bad hairstyles, and makes out with her bedroom 
mirror for practice. As conflicts escalate back home, her parents are 
glued to the nightly news, anxious for loved ones, homesick, clinging to 
their insular community. Sofija is eager to find acceptance among her 
friends, going to hilarious lengths to hide her unassimilated family. That 
is, until her father suddenly falls ill, turning Sofija’s world upside down. 
 
Miss Ex-Yugoslavia  beautifully and humorously captures the experience 
of not quite connecting with your old country, and yet never quite being 
embraced by your new one. 
 
Sofija Stefanovic is a MothStorySLAM winner and a founding faculty 
member of The School of Life in Melbourne. She hosts the popular 
literary salon Women of Letters New York, Australia. Her writing has 
appeared in The New York Times, Elle, and The Guardian. 

Translation rights available 

Sales: 

ANZ / PRH Australia 

MISS EX-YUGOSLAVIA: 
A Memoir 

Sofija Stefanovic 

 

Atria Books 

April 2018 

Finished book 

“Funny and tragic and 
beautiful in all the right 

places. I loved it.” 
—Jenny Lawson, bestselling 

author of Let's Pretend This 
Never Happened and  

Furiously Happy 
  

“Sofija Stefanovic’s beautiful 
memoir depicts the elegant 

transit of a girl becoming an 
artist. This is a story we yearn 
to know: How does a girl lose 

her childhood, family, and 
nation, yet nurture her 

memories, dreams, and art? 
Stefanovic hits all her marks, 

and she keeps us in her thrall.” 
—Min Jin Lee,  

bestselling author of Pachinko 
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An Amazon Best Book of the Month 

A mind-expanding dive into a lost chapter of 1968, featuring the famous and 
forgotten: Van Morrison, folkie-turned-cult-leader Mel Lyman, Timothy 

Leary, James Brown, and many more.  
 

On the 50th anniversary of that tumultuous year, Walsh’s book follows a 
criss-crossing cast of musicians and visionaries, artists and hippie 
entrepreneurs, from a young Tufts English professor who walks into a job 
as a host for TV's wildest show to the mystically inclined owner of radio 
station WBCN. Most penetratingly powerful of all is Mel Lyman, the folk-
music star who decided he was God, then controlled the lives of his many 
followers via acid, astrology, and an underground newspaper called Avatar. 
 
A mesmerizing group of boldface names pops to life in Astral Weeks: James 
Brown quells tensions the night after Martin Luther King, Jr. is assassinated; 
the real-life crimes of the Boston Strangler come to the movie screen via Tony 
Curtis; Howard Zinn testifies for Avatar in the courtroom. From life-
changing concerts and chilling crimes, to acid experiments and film 
shoots, Astral Weeks is the secret, wild history of a unique time and place. 
 

Ryan H. Walsh is a musician and journalist. His writing has appeared in 
the Boston Globe, Vice, and Boston Magazine. He was a finalist for the Missouri 
School of Journalism’s City and Regional Magazine Award for his feature 
on Van Morrison's year in Boston, from which this book developed.  

“A complex, inquisitive, 
and satisfying book that 

illuminates and explicates 
the origins of Astral Weeks 

without diminishing the  
album’s otherworldly aura.” 

—The New Yorker 
 

 “Astral Weeks is many 
things…but at its heart is a 

journalist’s quest to 
understand the very air that 

was breathed in a single 
moment in time, a personal 

reading of the poetry of 
history, and a yearning to 

trace the invisible byways 
of inspiration itself.” 

—Joe Hagan, author of  
Sticky Fingers  

 
“In this fantastic chronicle, 

Ryan Walsh unearths the 
time and place behind the 

music.” 
—Rolling Stone Magazine 

 
 

ASTRAL WEEKS: 
A Secret History of 1968 

Ryan H. Walsh 
 

Penguin Press 

March 2018 

Finished book 

UK & translation rights 

available 
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Recipient of a 2018 NEA Literature Creative Writing 

Fellowship in Prose. 
 

A gripping true crime story of a small-town murder and the 
writer who becomes obsessed with it. 

 
When a stolen car is recovered on the Gulf Coast of Florida, it sets 
off a search for a missing woman, local motel owner Sabine Musil-
Buehler. Three men are named persons of interest: her husband, 
her boyfriend, and the man who stole the car. Residents of Anna 
Maria Island begin to fear the worst, especially when her motel is 
set on fire, her boyfriend flees the county, and detectives begin 
digging on the beach. Though her body was never found, nearly 
eight years later the case is resolved in a single morning.  
 
Journalist Cutter Wood was a guest at Musil-Buehler’s motel as 
the search for the missing woman gained momentum. As the 
official investigation took one surprising turn after another, he 
found himself drawn steadily deeper into the case. He 
interviewed the eccentric inhabitants of Anna Maria Island, the 
earnest but stymied detectives, and the affable man soon 
presumed to be her murderer. 
 
The result is a story that exists beyond the documentary evidence: 
a tale of misguided love, writerly naiveté, and the dark and often 
humorous conflicts at the heart of every relationship. 
 
Cutter Wood received a BA from Brown University and an MFA 
in Creative Nonfiction from the University of Iowa. This is his first 
book. 

“If Elmore Leonard had narrated Michael 

Paterniti’s Driving Mr. Albert, the result 

might be something like Cutter Wood’s 

Love and Death in the Sunshine State: a 

smart, engrossing true-life noir that 

weaves in meditations on love and the 

literary life, all set amid the palm trees 

and seedy motels of Florida’s  

steaming coastline.” 

—Alexandria Marzano-Lesnevich, author 

of The Fact of a Body 

 
“There’s a murder at the heart  
of Cutter Wood’s remarkably 

 tender and haunting new book,  
but in its soul, this is a story about  
coming of age and falling in love. 

Ultimately, the greatest achievements of 
Love and Death in the Sunshine State are 

its unflinching attention to both what 
must be reported and what can only be 

imagined, and its insistence that  
somewhere between the two lies the 
complexity of our lived experience.”   

—John D’Agata, 

 author of About a Mountain  

 

Translation rights 

available 

LOVE AND DEATH IN  

THE SUNSHINE STATE: 

The Story of a Crime 
Cutter Wood 

 

Algonquin Books 

World English 

April 2018 

Finished book 
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A prize-winning collection of essays on youth and aging, ambition 

and disappointment, Katherine Mansfield tourism and New Zealand 

punk rock, and the limitations of the body. 

In Can You Tolerate This?—the title comes from the question 

chiropractors ask to test a patient’s pain threshold—Young ushers us into 

her early years in the faraway yet familiar landscape of New Zealand. We 

see her fantasizing about Paul McCartney, cheering on her older brother’s 

fledging music career, and yearning for a larger and more creative life. 

As her perspective expands, a series of historical portraits—a boy who 

grew new bone wherever he was injured, an early French postman who 

built a stone fortress by hand, a generation of Japanese shut-ins—strike 

unexpected personal harmonies, as an unselfconscious childhood gives 

way to painful shyness in adolescence. As we watch Young fall in and 

out of love, undertake an intense yoga practice that masks an eating 

disorder, and gradually find herself through her writing, a highly 

particular psyche comes into view: curious, tender, and exacting in her 

observations of herself and the world around her. 

Ashleigh Young is the recipient of a 2017 Windham-Campbell Prize in 

Nonfiction and an Ockham New Zealand Book Award, among other 

honors. She is an editor at Victoria University Press and teaches creative 

writing at the International Institute of Modern Letters. 

 

“Ashleigh Young’s Can You 
Tolerate This? Should be 

required reading for every 
woman…stunning and 

unforgettable.” 
—Emily Rapp Black, author of 

The Still Point of the  
Turning World 

 
“Tender, witty, and endowed 
with a penetrating emotional 

acuity, Ashleigh Young’s 
evocative essays gaze out into 

the world, searching it for 
moments of connection and 

clues to the true nature of our 
curious, fragile humanity. This 
is a book to hold close and fall 

in love with.” 
—Alexandra Kleeman, author of 

You Too Can Have  
a Body Like Mine 

 
“In prose witty and tender, 

Ashleigh Young sings the body 
problematic, as well as the 

questions of how to live in it: 
both with others and in 

solitude. This book made me 
feel less alone.” 

—Melissa Broder, author of  
So Sad Today 

Sales: 

UK / Bloomsbury 

Austraila / Giramando 

 

CAN YOU TOLERATE THIS? 

Essays 
Ashleigh Young 

 

Riverhead Books 

July 2018 

Finished book 
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The follow up to Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda: Leah Burke—
girl-band drummer, master of deadpan, and Simon Spier’s best 

friend—takes center stage in this novel of first love  
and senior-year angst.  

 
When it comes to drumming, Leah Burke is usually on beat—but real 
life isn’t always so rhythmic. An anomaly in her friend group, she’s the 
only child of a young, single mom, and her life is decidedly less 
privileged. She loves to draw but is too self-conscious to show it. And 
even though her mom knows she’s bisexual, she hasn’t mustered the 
courage to tell her friends—not even her openly gay BFF, Simon. 
 
So Leah really doesn’t know what to do when her rock-solid friend 
group starts to fracture in unexpected ways. With prom and college on 
the horizon, tensions are running high. It’s hard for Leah to strike the 
right note while the people she loves are fighting—especially when she 
realizes she might love one of them more than she ever intended.    
 

Becky Albertalli is the author of the acclaimed 
novels Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda, The Upside 
of Unrequited, and What If It’s Us, co-authored with 
Adam Silvera. A former clinical psychologist who 
specialized in working with children and teens, 
Becky lives with her family in Atlanta.   

Praise for SIMON VS. THE 

HOMO SAPIENS AGENDA: 

 

“Love child of John Green and 

Rainbow Rowell.” 

—Teen Vogue 

 

★ “Hilarious and 

heartbreaking…Large cast of 

companionable and well-

developed characters…Page-

turning tension.” 

—Publishers Weekly 

 

★ “Simon’s social landscape is 

carefully and seemingly 

effortlessly drawn. Through 

light and often humorous 

detail, readers see clearly not 

only each individual character, 

but also the complex set of 

group dynamics at play in 

Simon’s loving family and 

circle of friends…Funny, 

moving and emotionally 

wise.” 

—Kirkus 

 

Sales 

Brazil / Intrinseca 

Bulgaria / IBIS 

Denmark / Carlsen 

France / Livre de Poche 

Germany / Carlsen 

Italy / Mondadori 

Netherlands / Blossom Books 

Romania / Epica 

Russia / Popcorn Books 

Spain / Urano 

Turkey / Pegasus 

UK / Puffin 

 

LEAH ON THE OFFBEAT 
Becky Albertalli 

 

Balzer + Bray 

April 2018 

Finished book 
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Blade Runner meets Armageddon’s Children. 

 
It begins with a dire call right before Ashton Collin’s father disappears 
and his skyscraper home’s doors explode inward: “Go into the Red 
Zone. Go to Street Freaks.”  
 
The Red Zone is the dangerous heart of the mega-city of Los Angeles; 
it is a world Ash is forbidden from and one he knows little about. But 
if he can find Street Freaks, the strangest of aid awaits – human and 
barely human alike. As Ash is hunted, he must unravel the mystery left 
behind by his father and discover his role in this new world. 
 
Street Freaks is a completely new, sci-fi adventure that exists outside of 
the Shannara realm, and will thrill readers both young and old. 
 
Terry Brooks is the New York Times bestselling author of more than 
thirty books, most notably The Shannara Series, which was recently 
adapted for television. He lives with his wife in the Pacific Northwest. 
 

“I didn’t expect it to become, 

‘Just one more chapter and I’ll 

turn out the light, dear.’ But it 

did. Street Freaks is a 

completely engrossing story.” 

—Robin Hobb, bestselling 

author of Assassin’s Fate 

 

“In his latest incarnation, 

Street Freaks, Terry Brooks 

spins yet another tale of 

heroism, treachery, and 

intrigue. This coming-of-age 

story set in a landscape like 

no other reminded me of the 

best of Cory Doctorow and 

Neil Gaiman, yet still imbued 

with Terry Brooks’s unique 

and cinematic style. I’m not 

sure what I’m looking 

forward to more: the 

sequel…or seeing this book 

explode onto the big screen.” 

—James Rollins, bestseller of 

The Demon Crown 

UK and translation 

rights available 

STREET FREAKS 
Terry Brooks 

 

Grim Oak Press 

October 2018 

Electronic proof 
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“Loved it! Shayne’s sharp wit combined 

with her can-do compassion grabs us 

from the get-go. Her summer of trials 

and unexpected friendships shines a 

brilliant light on the power  

of holding on . . . and letting go.  

I didn’t want this sweet,  

heartrending story to end!” 

―-Jennifer Richard Jacobson, author of 

Small as an Elephant 

 

“A warm, fresh tale…Anyone lucky 

enough to have a summer friend will 

 instantly relate to Shayne  

as she navigates honoring  

old traditions and  

fostering new paths.” 

― Beth Vrabel,  

author of Caleb and Kit and the Pack of 

Dorks series 

 

 “This absorbing middle-grade read 

gently but unflinchingly considers the 

common ground of growing up  

and growing old.” 

―Kirkus Reviews 

 

“Told in the voice of a spunky, hopeful 

12-year-old, this story explores not only 

the importance of family but the reality 

that some people grow apart. This 

beautiful story reminds readers that 

there’s much more to life  

than material objects.” 

― Booklist 

 

 

 

 

Translation rights 

available 

THE BATTLE OF JUNK MOUNTAIN 
Lauren Abbey Greenberg 

 

Running Press Kids 

April 2018 

Finished book 

For fans of Rebecca Stead and Jennifer L. Holm –  
a perfect middle-grade summer beach read.  

 

Twelve-year-old Shayne Whittaker has always spent summers on the 
Maine coast, visiting her grandmother Bea and playing with her BFF 
Poppy. Both Shayne and Bea are collectors, in their own ways: Shayne 
revels in golden memories of searching for sea glass and weaving 
friendship bracelets with Poppy, while Bea scours flea markets for 
valuable finds, much of which she adds to a growing pile in her house 
that Shayne jokingly calls Junk Mountain. 
 
This summer, though, everything has changed. Poppy would rather 
talk about boys than bracelets, and Bea’s collecting mania has morphed 
into hoarding. Only Linc, the weird Civil War-obsessed kid next door, 
pays attention to her. Turns out Linc’s collected a secret of his own, one 
that could enrage the meanest lobsterman on the planet, his grandpa. 
What begins as the worst summer of Shayne’s life becomes the most 
meaningful, as she wages an all-out battle to save her friendships, 
rescue her grandmother, and protect the memories she loves the most. 
 
Lauren Abbey Greenberg is a graduate of the Institute of Children’s 
Literature and has been published in Highlights for Children and 
Knowonder! magazine. She was a freelance writer/producer for many 
years and worked on projects such as TV spots for Discovery Kids, 
educational videos for National Geographic, and a film for Mount 
Rushmore National Memorial. She lives in Maryland and has spent 
summers in Maine for the past twenty years. 
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